
Dear Prospective Wind River Conference Attendees, 
 
The 66th Annual Wind River Conference on Prokaryotic Biology will return to the beautiful Rocky 
Mountain Dao House in Estes Park Colorado from Wednesday June 1 through Sunday June 5, 
2022. 
 
The keynote speakers are: 
 

• Heran Darwin, Ph.D. (New York University) – The Darwin laboratory is interested in how 
post-translational regulation contributes to pathogenesis of Mycobacterium tuberculosis. 
Specific areas include proteasomal regulation of virulence (https://med.nyu.edu/microbi-
ology-parasitology/faculty/heran-darwin-lab-microbiology). 
  

• Hazel Barton, Ph.D. (University of Akron) – The Barton laboratory studies how microor-
ganisms respond to nutrient limitation in caves. Specific areas of focus include the evolu-
tion and interactions in microbial cave communities and how microorganisms contribute 
to cave formation (http://www.cavescience.com/). 

 
• Angela Wilks, Ph.D. (The University of Maryland, Baltimore) – The Wilks laboratory fo-

cuses on how bacterial pathogens acquire and respond to heme as an iron source. Work 
includes biochemical analysis of heme acquisition proteins coupled with gene expression 
studies in Pseudomonas aeruginosa (https://faculty.rx.umaryland.edu/awilks/). 
 

• Peggy Cotter, Ph.D. (University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill) – The Cotter lab aims to 
determine how bacterial pathogens respond to their environment during infection, as well 
as the function of two-partner secretion systems in virulence. Studies are conducted on 
various species of Bordetella and Burkholderia (https://cotterlab.wordpress.com/). 

 
At the 66th meeting, Dr. Peggy Cotter will deliver the Welker-Streips Memorial lecture. Students 
and postdocs confer this award in honor of two amazing scientists and teachers: Neil Welker and 
Uldis Streips. Neil was noted for promoting excellence in undergraduate science education and 
supporting students’ participation in the Wind River Conference each year in Colorado. Uldis was 
a passionate teacher and worked tirelessly from 1968 to 2016 to keep the Wind River conference 
a venue where students would be of primary importance.  
 
Poster sessions will be held on Thursday and Friday evenings. Further conference details, regis-
tration, and lodging forms will be available at this website after the first of the year. 
 
The Conference is known for its high-quality science and friendly atmosphere. Students and post-
doctoral fellows play a prominent role and have excellent access to more senior researchers. 
 
The schedule promotes informal interactions, with meeting breaks for local hiking, trips to Rocky 
Mountain National Park, and other outdoor activities. Attendees often bring partners and/or chil-
dren. You can find information about past meetings by visiting http://wriver.sites.unlv.edu/. 
 
On behalf of the Wind River Executive Committee, I look forward to seeing you all at the Confer-
ence. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mandy Oglesby 


